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Description 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0001] This invention relates in general to certain new 
and useful improvements in flexible and foldable sheet 
material dispensers, and more particularly, to sheet dis- 
pensers which are capable of easily threading a leading 
strip or sheet into a dispensing aperture from a center 
fed roll in the dispenser. 

2. Brief Description of the Related Art 

[0002] For several years, there have been dispensers 
available in which flexible sheet materials, such as pa- 
per towels are mounted in a large roll of such towels and 
with each of the individual towels being dispensed from 
the roll through the dispenser. Rolls of similar sheet ma- 
terials, such as facial tissues and the like, are also ca- 
pable of being dispensed from coreless, center-fed rolls. 
[0003] There are several proposed and commercially 
available paper towel dispensers and which all rely upon 
supporting a roll of the paper towels on or with respect 
to a support plate which may form part of an outer hous- 
ing and with a dispensing aperture in the plate member 
to enable a dispensing of a leading strip at the beginning 
or lead portion of the roll of paper towels through the 
dispensing aperture. However, the dispensing aperture 
is usually fairly small, having a diameter of perhaps no 
more than about 3/8 inch. 

[0004] However, the very small size of this dispensing 
aperture makes it difficult for attendants to install a new 
roll of paper sheets and to feed the leading strip through 
the lispensing aperture thereof. In addition, there is no 
means to adjust the size of the feed aperture to accom- 
modate a particular sheet condition or a particular sheet 
thickness. Due to the thickness of the sheet, it is desir- 
able to vary the amount of frictional force imposed on 
the sheets passing through the dispensing aperture. 
Heretofore, there has been no effective means of ad- 
justing the size of this opening. 
[0005] Representative of the prior art devices which 
disclose center fed paper towels are U.S. Patent No. 
5,310,083 dated May 10, 1994, U.S. Patent No. 
5,205,455 dated April 27, 1993, and U.S. Patent No. 
5,346,064 dated September 13, 1994. However, all of 
these dispensers are clearly representative of the prior 
art in that they have a fixed sized feed aperture with no 
means for easily enabling the feed of a leader strip of 
the sheet material through the feed aperture. 
[0006] A dispenser having the features of the pream- 
ble of claim 1 is described in US-A-5 370 338. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0007] This invention relates in general to a dispenser 
for the dispensing of individual sheets of a sheet product 
from a center fed roll of the product. The center-fed roll 



of the sheet product is necessarily a coreless roll which 
enables the removal of sheets from the center portion 
thereof. These sheets are all formed of a flexible and 
foldable material and preferably are a fibrous sheet 

5 which encompasses at least fabric materials, both syn- 
thetic and natural, and paper and paperboard product 
materials. Thus, the sheets which are dispensed from 
the dispenser of the invention are non-metallic. One of 
the most common type of sheet which is dispensed with 

10 the dispenser of the present invention is a paper sheet 
material as for example, paper hand towels, facial tis- 
sues, various so-called "toilet tissues 0 , baby cleansing 
tissues, and the like. 

[0008] The dispenser of the present invention com- 

1S prises a plate member for supporting or receiving the 
roll of the sheet product in a selected positions, such as 
an upright position. A dispensing aperture is formed in 
the plate member and positioned in alignment with the 
central opening of the roll for receiving the sheets of the 

20 sheet product in a form where they are initially connect- 
ed to one another. In this way, an operator of the dis- 
penser can pull outwardly on the leading sheet fed 
through the dispensing aperture in order to obtain a dis- 
pensing of the sheet. 

25 [0009] The dispenser of the present invention as de- 
fined in claim 1 , is provided with an opening formed in 
the plate in communication with the aperture. This ena- 
bles the formation of a larger dispensing aperture such 
that the initial leading strip of the sheet material can be 

30 fed through the opening and into the aperture in order 
to start a feeding thereof. 

[0010] In effect, the elongate slot or other opening and 
the initial aperture in the plate member form an elongate 
dispensing aperture. Further, closure means is provided 

35 with the support plate to selectively control the size of 
the dispensing aperture. In this way, it is possible to en- 
able accommodation of paper sheets with differing 
thickness or with differing moisture conditions or the like. 
[0011] It is important to provide a proper amount of 

^0 friction on the individual sheets as they are pulled 
through the dispensing aperture so as to allow one sheet 
on the roll to be severed from the next above sheet. A 
control means allows the selective control of the size of 
the aperture. 

45 [001 2] Claim 2-9 define particular embodiments of the 
dispenser defined in claim 1 . 

[0013] Claim 10 concerns a method directed to the 
use of the device defined in claim 1 . 

SO BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[001 4] Having thus described the invention in general 
terms, reference will now be made to the accompanying 
drawings in which: 

55 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view, partially in the 
section of a center fed paper towel dispenser con- 
structed in accordance with and embodying the 
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present invention; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view somewhat sim- 
ilar to Figure 1 and showing a coyer forming part of 
the dispenser in a partially closed position; 
Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view, similar to Fig- 
ures 1 and 2, and showing the dispenser in a fully 
closed position with a center fed roll of paper towels 
disposed therein; 

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken along 
line 4-4 of Figure 2; 

Figure 5 is a schematic prospective view showing 
a modified form of paper towel dispenser construct- 
ed in accordance with and embodying the present 
invention; 

Figure 6 is a top plan view of a portion of the dis- 
penser of Figure 5 and showing a positioning of a 
left-hand aperture central member; 
Figure 7 is a bottom plan view of the embodiment 
of Figure 5 and showing a positioning of a right- 
hand aperture control member; 
Figure 8 is a perspective view of a further modified 
form of dispensing mechanism and particularly 
showing a dispensing aperture control means; and 
Figure 9 is a perspective view of another embodi- 
ment of a dispenser in accordance with the present 
invention and particularly showing another modified 
form of aperture control means. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0015] Referring now in more detail and by reference 
characters to the drawings, A designates a sheet dis- 
penser for dispensing individual sheets from a roll R 
thereof. In the embodiment of the invention as illustrat- 
ed, the roll R is coreless and contains a central bore 20 
through which paper towels T are initially dispensed. 
Moreover, and by reference to Figures 1 and 2 of the 
drawings, it can be seen that the roll R is essentially ver- 
tically positioned. However, in the case of dispensing of 
baby wipes from a baby wipe canister, the sheets would 
be pulled upwardly. 

[0016] The paper towel dispenser A is generally com- 
prised of an outer housing 24 having of a partially en- 
closing side wall 26. In this case, the side wall extends 
about three sides of the housing. A closure member 28 
is hingedly connected to the top wall 30 of the housing 
by means of a hinge 32, as best shown in Figure 1. In 
accordance with this construction, the closure member 
28 is shiftable upwardly to an open position and down- 
wardly to a closed position, as best shown in Figure 3. 
[0017] One of the important aspects of the dispenser 
A is the fact that the housing 24 includes a support plate 
34 for supporting a vertically positioned roll of center fed 
paper towels T. Inasmuch as the plate 34 receives a ver- 
tically disposed roll of the sheet material, the plate is 
typically referred to as support plate. However, it should 
be understood that the dispenser A of the invention op- 



erates equally as well when the roll is positioned such 
that its elongate opening is horizontally arranged for 
sideways feeding or when the sheets are dispensed 
through an upwardly opening dispensing aperture and 
s pulled upwardly from the dispenser. 

[0018] The support plate 34 is provided with an en- 
larged open upper end 36 constituting a part of a down- 
wardly opening somewhat funnel-shaped dispensing 
aperture 38. The dispensing aperture 38 also has a low- 
er opened end 40. In this respect, and in a preferred 
embodiment, the dispensing aperture 38 is somewhat 
conically shaped and provides a circularly shaped upper 
opening 36 and a circularly shaped lower opening 40. 
However, the lower opening 40 is substantially diame- 
teralty reduced compared to the open upper end 36. 
[0019] It can be seen that the housing is constructed 
with an internally provided somewhat frusto-conically 
shaped wall 42 which forms the dispensing aperture 38 
as shown and which terminates at a bottom wall 44 form- 
ing the lower end of the housing. 
[0020] The frusto-conically shaped wall 42 is partially 
formed by an aperture control member 44 on the lower 
end of the closure member 28 and which, in effect, forms 
the upper open end 36 and the lower open end 40. The 
aperture control member 44 also comprises a portion of 
and effectively completes the frusto-conical wall 42. If 
the aperture control member 44 is not moved to its fully 
closed position, as shown in Figure 3, then the dispens- 
ing aperture 36 would not be circularly shaped, but rath- 
er it would be somewhat elongate. 
[0021] It can also be observed that the support plate 
34 is effectively provided with an opening, such as an 
elongate slot 50, in communication with the dispensing 
aperture 38 and extending to the edge of the plate 34. 
The size of this opening 50 is controlled by positioning 
of the aperture control member 44. 
[0022] As the aperture control member 44 is shifted 
closer to the original conically shaped dispensing aper- 
ture 36 in the plate 34 it will reduce the size of the open- 
ing 50 and also reduce the size of the ultimately formed 
dispensing aperture 36. Thus, when the closure mem- 
ber 28 is in the fully open position as shown in Figure 1 , 
the roll R paper towels T can be initially inserted from 
the edge of the plate 34 into the elongate slot 50. As the 
closure plate 28 is moved toward the closed position, it 
will start to reduce the size of the elongate slot and re- 
duce the size of the enlarged opening until the cover 
member 28 is in the fully closed position, at which time 
the dispensing aperture 36 will adopt the shape and size 
as shown in Figure 3. 

[0023] It is possible to allow the initial leading strip of 
sheet material to be inserted into the slot or other form 
of opening 50 and moved sideways into the dispensing 
aperture 36. Thereafter, the overall size of the dispens- 
ing opening formed by the slot 50 and the dispensing 
aperture 36 is controlled by the aperture control means 
44. In essence, the dispensing aperture can be viewed 
as having an opening in one side to allow the leading 
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edge of the sheet material to be pushed sideways into 
the dispensing aperture and that the aperture control 
means 44 may constitute a plunger to enlarge or reduce 
the size of the dispensing aperture. 
[0024] Figures 5-7 illustrate a modified embodiment 
of a dispenser for the dispensing of individual sheets of 
paper product or other sheet material from a center fed 
roll and which comprises a support plate 54 having a 
conically shaped dispensing aperture 56 therein. The 
dispensing aperture 56 has an opened upper end 58 at 
the upper surface of the support plate 54 and a diame- 
terally reduced lower end 60 at the under surface of the 
support plate 54. In this way, the dispensing aperture 56 
becomes conically shaped. An elongate slot 62 leads 
into the dispensing aperture and commun icates with the 
side of the support plate 54 as best shown in Figures 
5-7 of the drawings. 

[0025] The dispensing aperture 56 can be adjustably 
sized by means of a first shiftable rod 64 on the right- 
hand side which is capable of shifting into the elongate 
slot 62. The shiftable rod 64 also has an arcuatly shaped 
lower closure plate 66 capable of underlying the lower 
open end 60 and thereby reducing the size of the lower 
end 60 of the dispensing aperture 56. Thus, by control- 
ling the position of the shiftable rod 64, it is possible to 
control the overall size of the lower open end 60. 
[0026] In like manner, the size of the lower open end 
60 can also be controlled by a similar shiftable rod 68 
extendable from the opposite side of the dispensing ap- 
erture 56. In this case, the shiftable rod 68 carries an 
arcuatly shaped end section 70 which will also slide 
along the underside of the plate 54 and control the size 
of the lower open end 60 from the left as best illustrated 
in Figure 6 of the drawings. 

[0027] Figure 8 illustrates another slightly modified 
form of sheet dispenser and particularly the dispensing 
mechanism thereof. In this case, the dispensing mech- 
anism 72 of Figure 8 would be mounted on the under- 
side of a support plate such as the support plate 54 hav- 
ing one large opening therein. The dispensing mecha- 
nism 72 comprises a conically shaped wall 74 having 
an outwardly struck flange 76 with elongate recesses 
78 formed therein. An arcuately shaped closure plate is 
associated with the funnel shaped wall 74 and includes 
fingers 82 which are capable of fitting within the elongate 
slot 78. Depending upon the position of the fingers 82 
in the elongate slot 78 the overall size of a dispensing 
aperture 84 formed by the conically shaped side wall 74 
will be determined. 

[0028] Figure 9 illustrates another modified form of a 
dispensing mechanism which would similarly be mount- 
ed on one side of a support plate. In this case, the dis- 
pensing mechanism 86 of Figure 9 is comprised of a 
conically shaped side wall 88 forming a dispensing ap- 
erture 90. Again, a first end of the conically shaped wall 
88 is provided with an outwardly struck flange 92 having 
a plurality of slots 94 formed therein. A plurality of 
hingedly mounted fingers 96 are formed on the opposite 



or seemed end of the conically shaped wall 88 and are 
adapted to be inserted into elongate slots 98 of a similar 
flange 100 on the second end of the conically shaped 
wall 88, as best shown in Figure 4. Thus, when the fin- 
gers 96 are again inserted through each of the flange 
plates 92 and 100, they will control the overall size of 
the dispensing aperture 90. 
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A dispenser (A) for the dispensing of individual . 
sheets of a flexible and foldable sheet product (T) 
from a center fed roll (R) of such product, said dis- 
penser comprising: 

a plate (34) for receiving a roll of the sheet prod- 
uct in a selectable orientation; 
an aperture (38) in said plate positioned in such 
a way as to receive the sheets of the product 
and allowe a user to pull the same outwardly 
through the opening 

characterized in that 

the plate (34) is provided with an opening (50) 
in communication with said aperture (38) and 
in communication with an outer edge of said 
plate allowing a strip of the sheets to be initially 
inserted from the outer edge of the plate and 
through the opening and into said aperture (38) 
to start the feeding through the dispensing ap- 
erture (38) thereof; and in that 
closure means (44, 64, 80, 96) moveable with 
respect to said plate are provided for closing 
said opening (50) after insertion of the sheets 
into the aperture (38) to insure that the dispens- 
ing of the sheets occur primarily through a re- 
sulting dispensing aperture. 

The dispenser of claim 1 further characterized in 
that in use the center of a roll of said product as 
defined by an axial centerline passing through the 
roll is perpendicularly arranged to the plate. 

The dispenser of claim 1 further characterized in 
that the sheet product is a fibrous sheet product. 

The dispenser of claim 1 further characterized in 
that opening of the plate (34) is constituted by an 
elongate slot (50) in communication with an inner 
portion of said opening and an edge of said plate, 
and said opening and slot forming an elongate dis- 
pensing aperture. 

The dispenser of claim 4 further characterized in 
that the closure means has control means (44, 64, 
80, 86) associated with said elongate dispensing 
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aperture in said plate to selectively control the size 
of the elongate dispensing aperture to enable acco- 
modation of sheets with different thickness or phys- 
ical conditions. 

6. The dispenser of claim 5 further characterized in 
that the aperture control means comprises an ele- 
ment (64, 68) shiftable with respect to said plate to 
selectively cover or expose a portion of the dispens- 
ing aperture. 

7. The dispense of claim 1 further characterized in that 
said plate forms part of a housing for storing the roll 
and that an openable cover member (28) forms part 
of the housing. 

8. The dispenser of claim 7 further characterized in 
that the aperture control means (44) is mounted on 
said cover member and is movable with respect to 
said elongate dispensing aperture when said cover 
member is moved with respect to the housing. 

9. The dispenser of claim 1 further characterized in 
that said dispenser has an outer housing sized to 
receive a center fed roll of said sheet product having 
a central bore (20) and a cover member mounted 
on said outer housing and which is openable and 
closeable to provide access to an interior of said 
housing. 

1 0. A method of dispensing individual sheets of flexible 
and foldable sheet product in a dispenser from a 
center fed roll of such product, said method com- 
prising: 

a) supporting a roll of the sheet product in a po- 
sition with respect to a generally flat surface; 

b) inserting a strip of the sheet product through 
an opening of the flat surface which is also in 
communication with an edge of the generally 
flat surface and the dispensing aperture posi- 
tioned with respect to said roll such that the ap- 
erture receives the sheets of the roll; 

c) moving a closure means to a closed position 
for closing said opening and for allowing the 
sheets to be initially inserted into the aperture 
to start the feeding thereof and to enable pulling 
and dispensing of individual sheets of the prod- 
uct; and 

c) allowing a user to pull the sheets outwardly 
through the aperture to achieve a dispensing 
thereof. 



Patentanspruche 

1 . Blattspender (A) fur die Abgabe einzelner Blatter ei- 
nes flexiblen und faltbaren Blattproduktes (T) aus 



einer mittigen Zuf uhrrolle (R) eines derartigen Pro- 
duces, wobei der Blattspender eine Platte (34) zur 
Aufnahme einer Rolle des Blattproduktes in einer 
auswahlbaren Orientierung und eine Abgabeoff- 

5 nung (38) aufweist, die derart angeordnet ist, daB 
die Blatter des Produkteserfasst und von einem Be- 
nutzer durch die Abgabeoffnung nach auBen gezo- 
gen werden konnen, 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 

10 da3 die Platte (34) mit einer in Verbindung mit der 
Abgabeoffnung (38) stehenden Offnung (50) verse- 
hen ist, die in Verbindung mit einem AuBenrand der 
Platte steht, so da3 ein Streifen der ursprOnglich 
von dem AuBenrand der Platte und durch die Off- 

*5 nung und in die Abgabeoffnung (38) eingefuhrten 
Blatter durch die Abgabeoffnung (38) zugefOhrt 
werden kann, urn mit der Zufuhrung auch ihre Ab- 
gabeoffnung (38) zu beginnen, und daB gegenuber 
der Platte bewegliche SchlieBmittel (44, 64, 80, 96) 

20 zum SchlieBen der Offnung (50) nach Einfuhrung 
der Blatter in die Abgabeoffnung (38) vorgesehen 
sind, urn sicherzustellen, daB die Abgabe der Blat- 
ter hauptsachlich durch eine daraus resultierende 
Abgabeoffnung stattfindet. 

2S 

2. Blattspender nach Anspruch 1 , 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 

daB im Gebrauch das Zentrum einer Rolle des Pro- 
duces, wie es durch eine axiale, durch die Rolle 
30 verlaufende Mittellinie definiert ist, senkrecht zur. 
Platte angeordnet ist. 

3. Blattspender nach Anspruch 1 , 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 

3S daB das Blattprodukt ein fasriges Blattprodukt ist. 

4. Blattspender nach Anspruch 1 , 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 

daB die Abgabeoffnung der Platte (34) von einem 
40 langlichen Schlitz (50) gebildet wird, der in Verbin- 
dung mit einem Innenabschnitt der Offnung und ei- 
nem Rand der Platte steht, wobei die Offnung und 
der Schlitz eine langliche Abgabeoffnung bilden. 

45 5. Blattspender nach Anspruch 4, 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 

daB die SchlieBmittel Steuermittel (44, 64/80, 86) 
umfassen, die mit der langlichen Abgabeoffnung in 
der Platte in Verbindung stehen, um in auswahlba- 
so rer Weise die GroBe der langlichen Abgabeoffnung 
zusteuern, so daB Blatter mit unterschiedlicherDik- 
ke oder unterschiedlichen physikalischen Eigen- 
schaften untergebracht werden konnen. 

ss 6. Blattspender nach Anspruch 5, 
dadurch gekennzelchnet, 
daB die Steuermittel der Abgabeoffnung ein gegen- 
uber der Platte verschiebbares Element (64, 68) 
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umfassen, um in wahlbarer Weise einen Abschnitt 
der Abgabeoffnung abzudecken bzw. freizugeben. 

7. Blattspender nach Anspruch 1 , 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, 

daB die Platte einen Teil des Gehauses zur Spei- 
cherung der Rolle bildet und daB ein offenbares Ab- 
deckelement (28) einen Teil des Gehauses bildet. 

8. Blattspender nach Anspruch 7, 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, 

daB das Steuermittel (44) der Abgabeoffnung auf 
dem Abdeckelement angeordnet und gegenuber 
der langlichen Abgabeoffnung beweglich ist, wenn 
das Abdeckelement gegenuber dem Gehause ver- 
schoben ist. 

9. Blattspender nach Anspruch 1 , 
dadurch gekennzeichnet, 

daB der Blattspender ein AuBengehause aufweist, 
der zur Aufnahme einer mittigen Zufuhrrolle des 
Blattproduktes entsprechend bemessen ist, das ei- 
ne zentrale Bohrung (20) hat, wobei ein Abdeckele- 
ment am AuBengehause angeordnet und offenbar 
und schlieBbar ist, so daB zum Inneren des Gehau- 
ses ein Zugang moglich ist. 

10. Verfahren zur Abgabe einzelner Blatter eines flexi- 
blen und faltbaren Blattproduktes in einem Blatt- 
spender aus einer mittigen Zufuhrrolle eines derar- 
tigen Produktes, wobei das Verfahren folgende 
Schritte umfasst: 

a) Lagerung einer Rolle des Blattproduktes in 
einer Position gegenuber einer im allgemeinen 
flachen Oberflache; 

b) Einfuhrung eines Streifens des Blattproduk- 
tes in eine Offnung der flachen Oberflache, die 
auch in Verbindung mit einem Rand der im all- 
gemeinen flachen Oberflache steht, und in die 
Abgabeoffnung, die gegenOber der Rolle derart 
positioniert ist, daB die Abgabeoffnung die Blat- 
ter der Rolle erhalt; 

c) SchlieBen einer SchlieBeinrichtung zum Ver- 
schlieBen der Offnung, so daB die ursprunglich 
in die Abgabeoffnung eingefuhrten Blatter aus 
dieser heraus zugefuhrt und zur Abgabe ein- 
zelner Blatter des Produktes herausgezogen 
werden konnen; und 

d) Herausziehen der Blatter durch die Abgabe- 
offnung zu ihrer Abgabe. 
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Revendications 

1 . Un distributeur (A) pour la distribution de feuilles in- 
dividuelles d'un produit en feuille souples et pliables 
5 (T) depuis un rouleau d'alimentation central R de ce 
produit, ledit distributeur comprenant : 

une plaque (34) destinSe k recevoir un rouleau 
du produit en feuille dans une orientation pou- 
10 vant §tre choisie k volont6 ; 

un orifice (38) dans ladite plaque dispose de 
maniere k pouvoir recevoir les feuilles du pro- 
duit et k permettre k un utilisateur de les tirer 
vers I'exterieur k travers I'ouverture, 

caracterise en ce que la plaque 34 comporte une 
ouverture (50) en communication avec ledit orifice 
(38) et en communication avec un bord extSrieur de 
ladite plaque, de maniere k permettre k une bande 
20 des feuilles d'etre k I'origine inseree depuis le bord 
externe de la plaque, k travers I'ouverture et dans 
ledit orifice (38) de maniere k f aire debuter Talimen- 
tation a travers I'orifice de distribution (38) de celle- 
ci et en ce que des moyens d'obturation (44, 64, 80, 
25 96), d6plagables par rapport k ladite plaque sont 
prevus, de maniere k obturer ladite ouverture (50) 
apres insertion des feuilles dans I'orifice (38) afin 
de s'assurer que la distribution des feuilles se pro- 
duise principalement k travers une ouverture de 
30 distribution resultante. 

2. Le distributeur de la revendication 1 , caracterise au 
surplus en ce que, en utilisation, le centre d'un rou- 
leau dudit produit, tel que d6fini par une ligne axiale 

35 passant k travers le rouleau est sttu6 perpendicu- 
lairement a la plaque. 

3. Le distributeur de la revendication 1 , caracterise au 
surplus en ce que le produit en feuille est un produit 

40 en feuille fibreux. 

4. Le distributeur de la revendication 1 , caract6rise au 
surplus en ce que I'ouverture dans la plaque (34) 
est constitute par une fente allongee (50) en com- 

45 munication avec une portion interne dudit orifice et 
un bord de ladite plaque, et ledit orifice et ladite fen- 
te torment une ouverture de distribution allongee. 

5. Le distributeur de la revendication 4, caract6ris6 au 
so surplus en ce que les moyens d'obturation compor- 

tent des moyens de contr6le (44, 64, 80, 86) asso- 
ci§s k I'ouverture allong6e de distribution de ladite 
plaque, de manure k controler selectivement la di- 
mension de I'ouverture allong6e de distribution et 
55 permettre le passage de feuilles d'epaisseur ou de 
conditions physiques differentes. 



6. Le distributeur de la revendication 5, caract6ris6 au 
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surplus en ce que les moyens de contrdle de 
I'ouverture consistent en un 6!6ment (64, 68) d6pla- 
fable par rapport a ladite plaque de manure a s§- 
lectivement recouvrir ou d6couvrir une portion de 
I'ouverture de distribution. 5 

7. Le distributee de la revendication 1 , caract6ris6 au 
surplus en ce que ladite plaque constitue une por- 
tion d'un bottier pour le stockage du rouleau et en 
ce.qu'un 6!6ment de recouvrement ouvrable (28) 10 
forme une partie de ce bottier. 

8. Le distributeur de la revendication 7, caract6ris6 au 
surplus en ce que les moyens de contrdle de 
I'ouverture (44) sont mont6s sur ledit 6l6ment de re- '5 
couvrement et sont mobiles par rapport a ladite 
ouverture allong6e de distribution quand l'6lement 

de recouvrement est d6plac6 par rapport au bottier. 

9. Le distributeur de la revendication 1 , caract6ris6 au 20 
surplus en ce que ledit distributeur comporte un bot- 
tier ext6rieur dimensionn§ de manure a recevoir un 
rouleau d'alimentation centrale dudit produit en 
feuille, comportant un trou central (20) et un 

ment de recouvrement mont6 sur ledit bottier ext6- 2s 
rieur et qui est susceptible d'dtre ouvert et ferm6 de 
manfere a procurer I'acces a I'interieur dudit bottier. 

10. Une mgthode pour la distribution de feuilles indivi- 
duelles d'un produit en feuille souple et pliable dans 30 
un distributeur depuis un rouleau d'alimentation 
centrale dudit produit, ladite m6thode consistant a : 

a) supporter un rouleau du produit en feuille 
dans une certaine position par rapport a une 35 
surface d'aspect g6n6ral plat 

b) insurer une bande du produit en feuille a tra- 
vers une ouverture de la surface d'aspect ge- 
neral plat qui est egalement en communication 
avec un bord de la surface d'aspect g6n6ral *o 
plat, I'ouverture de distribution 6tant position- 
n§e audit rouleau de manifcre telle que Pouver- 
ture report les feuilles du rouleau ; 

c) dSplacer des moyens d'obturation jusqu'a 
une position obturde de mani&re a Iib6rer ladite 45 
ouverture et a permettre aux feuilles d'§tre ini- 
tialement ins6r6es dans I'orifice de mani&re a 

en faire commencer Palimentation et a permet- 
tre la traction et la distribution de feuilles indi- 
viduelles du produit ; et so 

d) permettre a un utilisateur de tirer les feuilles 
vers I'extSrieur a travers I'ouverture de mani&re 
a en obtenir une distribution. 
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